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Lorenz Gessner is a seasoned development finance professional with more than two decades of 

experience in international cooperation, sustainable energy, and financial sector development. 

He currently serves as Director for Ukraine and Moldova at KfW Development Bank, a position 

he has held since June 2023, where he oversees the Bank’s operations and strategic 

engagement in both countries. 

 

Before assuming this role, Mr. Gessner served as Senior Project Manager for Energy in 

Southeast Asia (2018–2023) at KfW’s headquarters in Frankfurt, managing regional energy 

infrastructure and renewable development projects. From 2014 to 2018, he was Country 

Director for KfW Development Bank in Vientiane, Lao PDR, where he led the Bank’s portfolio in 

the areas of energy, water management, and urban development. Earlier in his KfW career, he 

held the position of Senior Project Manager (2009–2013), contributing to sustainable 

investment and development finance initiatives. 

 

In parallel, Mr. Gessner was a member of the Investment Committee of the Deutsche Bank 

Global Commercial Microfinance Consortium II (2013–2019), where he provided strategic input 

on impact investment decisions. Prior to joining KfW, he worked as a Senior Consultant at IPC 

GmbH (2002–2009), focusing on microfinance and institutional development. 
 
 


